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  Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)  

 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) can affect how a child or young person’s is able to 

access the opportunities and experiences that are offered.  At Noddy’s Nursery School we provide a 

positive and welcoming environment that is committed to the inclusion of all children. We believe that all 

children are entitled to access quality care and education. Each child’s needs are unique and it is our 

responsibility to ensure that all needs are met effectively.  

 

Developmental areas that may be affected are:  

• Cognitive and learning 

• Communication and language 

• Sensory and/or physical needs 

• Social and emotional  

 

We have a responsibility to ensure that we provide care and education that is tailored to meet each 

individual child’s needs.  

 

Equality Act 2010 

“All early years providers have duty under the equality act 2010. In particular, they must not 

discriminate against, harass or victimise children, and they must make reasonable adjustments, 

including the provision of auxiliary aids and services for disabled children, to prevent them being put at 

substantial disadvantage. This duty is anticipatory - it requires thought to be given in advance to what 

disabled children and young people might require and what adjustments might need to be made to 

prevent that disadvantage. All Early Years providers must promote equality of opportunity for disabled 

children”. 

 

Working with Colleagues, external Professionals and Parents 

 

We work together with external agencies, liaising with other professionals involved with the child and 

their families to support their individual Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. These links with 

agencies and other professionals enable us to seek suitable advice to provide appropriate strategies, 

provisions and targets for the child. 

 



Review October 2019 2 

All those who work with young children should be alert to emerging difficulties and respond early. In 

particular, parents know their children best and it is important that all practitioners listen and understand 

when parents express concerns about their child’s development. It is vital that parents are included 

throughout every stage of the support process and that they take an active role in implementing some 

actions when at home. We ensure that the provision for children with special educational needs is the 

responsibility of all members of the setting. 

 

It is paramount to find out as much as possible about a child’s needs or disability that may affect his/her 

early learning, development or care needs by: 

• Liaising with the child’s parents/carers 

• Liaising with any professional agencies 

• Reading any reports that have been prepared 

• Attending any review meetings with the local authority/professionals  

• Carrying out regular observations of the child during play 

• Monitoring developmental progress across all areas.  

 

Aims 

We will:   

• Include all children and their families in our setting 

• Recognise each child’s individual needs and ensure all staff are aware of, and have regard for, 

the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (England) on identification and assessment  

• Identify the specific needs of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, and 

those children who are gifted or talented and meet those needs through a range of strategies 

• Appoint Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinators (SENDco) who are trained in 

the care and assessment of children with additional needs. The SENDco’s will be provided with 

specific training relating to SEND and the SEN Code of Practice  

• Recognise that children with special educational needs and disabilities are the responsibility of 

all staff and aim to develop the skills of all through training 

• Monitor and review our practice and provision and, if necessary, modify this and seek specialist 

equipment and services if needed 

• Ensure that all children are included and are encouraged to take part in every aspect of the 

nursery day according to their individual needs and abilities. 

• Promote positive images and role models during play experiences  
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDco) 

At our Gwendolen Avenue nursery, the Special Education Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinators 

(SENDco) are Marcia Oliver and Cheryl Bedding.  

 

At our Trinity Church Hall nursery, the Special Education Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinators 

(SENDco) are; Barbora Andrejkovicova, Davorka Strugar and Cheryl Bedding.  

 

The role of the SENDco 

• Advises and supports all practitioners who are tailoring learning opportunities to meet individual 

needs 

• Ensure all practitioners understand their responsibilities to children with SEND 

• Internal training in the settings approach to identifying and meeting SEND 

• Discuss concerns and review targets with parents/carers 

• Liaises with other professionals 

• Review and evaluate the SEND Policy annually 

• Support the Key Person to devise and/or implement a SEN Support Plan within the setting 

 

The role of the Key Person 

The SENDco will work alongside the Key Person in offering advice, guidance and expertise.  

• Become familiar with individual children’s characteristics, preferences and choices 

• Learn about children’s individual learning styles 

• Identify any key issues with a child’s learning, development and well-being 

• Discuss key concerns with the parents/carers and take their views in to account prior to writing a 

plan of support  

• Offer suitable support and advice to parents and other key staff working with the child 

• Liaise and plan suitable action with parents, the SENDco and other key staff 

• Implement a SEN Support Plan within the setting with parents and the SENDco 

• Advise and support parents with activities at home 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


